
Hindu Temple & Cultural Centre of the ACT (Incorp.) 
81 Ratcliffe Crescent, Florey ACT 2615 

Annual General Meeting – Sunday 24 September 2017 11am 
 
Agenda 
1. Invocation mantra chanting by Pundit ji 
 
2. Welcome remarks by Chair (5 minutes) 
 
3. Apologies and Condolences by Sec (2 minutes) 
 
4. Secretary to announce the rules of the meeting (1 minute) 
 
5. Minutes of the previous AGM and SGM Sec - (5 minutes) 
 
6. Treasurer's report (10 minutes) 
 

a. Appointment of the auditor for FY 2017-18  
 

7. Annual Report by the Temple manager (5 minutes) 
a. Educational Activities 
b. Cultural Activities 
c. Puja functions and events 
d. 30th Anniversary celebration report 

 
8. Projects (15 minutes) 

a. Overflow car park 
b. Shantiniketan 
c. Solar panel 

 
9. Special resolution (15 minutes) 
 
10. Vote of Thanks 
 
11. Current Committee vacates the office 
 
12. Election (3 minutes) 
 
13. Introduction of the new committee and speech by the Incoming president (5 minutes) 
 

14. Shanti path followed by bhojan prasad 

 

 

 

 

 



Minutes     AGM 24th September 2017 

1.  As a quorum was not present at 10.30 am, the meeting proceeded with a Reduced Quorum 
at 11am with the members present considered to be the quorum. 51 members were in 
attendance when the meeting commenced. 
The meeting began with a prayer by Pundit ji. 
 

2. The Secretary, Mrs Beena Vaikyl, announced housekeeping rules and the rules for the 
meeting. 
 

3. In his welcome statement, the Chair, Shri Munesh ji, explained the effort made by the 
committee during the year with record number of Pooja; Hundi collection also being all time 
high.  He stated that large no of devotees visited the Temple and many devotees were non -
members. Information on Shantiniketan was also provided by the chair stating that there 
were many stumbling blocks, and commended the efforts put in by Shri Prakashji and Shri 
Vijay ji whose sterling work and negotiating skills netted us the DA for Shantiniketan.   
The chair informed the members of the Committee’s frustration at the removal of signage 
indicating the disabled car park and issues around it. The noise level during pooja and the 
chaos caused by children playing around during this time also remained a cause for concern, 
which needs to be addressed, he stated. 
 

4. Apologies by the Secretary – Mr. Radha Sharma, Mr Yogesh Parikh, Mr Akshay Gupta, Mr 
Kamal Singh, and Mr Vimal Jina.   
Condolences by Secretary – Secretary conveyed deep sympathies and regret on the passing 
away of the loved ones of many members and devotees through the year and advised 
members to stand up to observe a minute silence.   
 

5. The Secretary presented the minutes from the previous AGM and SGM for comments and 
acceptance.  Shri Himanshu ji proposed that they be accepted and were seconded by Shri 
Shantu Jina. 
 

6. As the Treasurer, Shri Vimal ji was not present, VP Shri Basu ji presented his report for 
information and approval. Shri Basuji stated that the income and expenditure indicated 
remarkable performance. Shri Ramesh Malik suggested that the religious expense be broken 
up. Shri Basu ji responded that the major religious expenses were broken up with 
explanatory notes. Shri Subhash Dang asked why the revaluation of the assets was not 
conducted.  Shri Basu ji advised that in view of the cost it was felt that it be done on need 
basis, depending on the need to have a revaluation done.  Shri Malik ji proposed that we 
undertake an audit of the assets at HTCC. He explained about the asset register and drew 
attention for the need for auditing every year. The asset register should be presented to 
members every year. All movable assets should be on the register. The next committee 
should take it seriously, he added; and NOTE OF IT WAS TAKEN.  
 
 On the question of decrease in annual membership from Shri Mohendraji, Shri Mehta ji 
explained that many annual members had become Life members and many annual members 
had not renewed their membership. Current life members were reported by Shri Mehtaji to 
be 296 couples and single members including all members who had either moved interstate 
or passed away.  Next committee should review and update membership list.     



 
It was further explained that total number of members was 509. Out of 297, 26 had 
permanently left the ACT region. Committee should look at all the members and make them 
associate members.  Dr Pratap Khanna ji asked the question about the associate members. 
Khanna ji suggested that a small note/email to be sent to all.  Shri Mohindra ji suggested 
launch of a campaign to make more members. 
 
Shri Malik ji proposed, and Smt Madhu ji seconded that treasurer’s report be accepted. 
  
a. Current Auditor Shri Rahul Tejani was nominated to be the auditor for financial year  
2017-18 Proposed by Shri Vijay ji and seconded by Shri Malik ji. 
 

7. Shri Anil Sharma presented the Managers’ report. 

Shri Malik ji made the observation that our religious activities had increased fourfold. (A 
round of applause) but the cultural activities had gone down. NO NAVRANG. Maybe we can 
do it in a big way, he suggested. We should harness the community’s cultural efforts. Shri 
Mehta ji gave an example of Gujarati Samaj in that Each association was doing its own 
cultural activity. We will try again. Mr Mallik observation is taken on board.  

On the question of 30th Anniversary celebration Shri Malik said that he wanted to take part 
but could not due to timing of the meetings.  A lot of effort was put in March and after that 
everything was forgotten. An appreciation of the people who put in great effort in the past 
appeared to have been forgotten or overlooked.  Committee should involve more people. 
Many people have done lot of work in past should have been recognised and involved during 
the Celebration.  He further proposed that we have a big celebration in December on the 
actual date of 30th Anniversary. Shri Munesh ji stated that we will observe this in December 
as well. Shri Mohan Singh ji commended the effort of current committee and suggested not 
to forget the past. While newsletters are good, but he thought that some announcements 
which are important should be emailed separately. Suggestion is to send important 
announcements separately. Pandit Rama Sharma ji suggested that the scheduled time for 
Hanuman Chalisa should be stated in emails as well. This was taken on board. Smt Madhu 
Kalia asked about the amount of donations that we collect from each of the groups that 
perform pooja in the Temple. Shri Basu ji responded to that question by taking it on board.  

8. Projects –  

a. Overflow car park   - Over flow car park licence which was expired due to non-payment of 
licence renewal fee by HTCC in 2014.  A fresh application was required before it could be 
renewed.  The process took nearly 18 months before approval was granted by ACTLPA for 5 
years - lease at a yearly rental of $ 1.10.   After five years the Licence would need to be 
renewed.   

b. Shantiniketan -  Shantiniekan project status presented in brief.  DA was approved. Further 
engineering and construction plans are to be drawn.  Various fund-raising proposal was also 
presented.  
 
Smt.Madhu Kalia asked a question on Kitchen refurbishment and Munesh ji updated her to 
her satisfaction. Taking on board.   



Dr Pratap Khanna stated that he did not agree with naming rights and was supported by Shri 
Ashok Jain. And Dr Mohan Singh ji.  Shri Malik ji expressed appreciation for the efforts of Shri 
Mehta ji and his team.  

 On the question of fund raising for the project Shri Mehtaji stated that no decision had been 
made on the question of funding, including loans and ways of raising funds.  Another 
meeting is to be held to raise funds after the costings have been received. 

 
c. Solar panel 
10 KW Solar panels have been installed and final inspection by ACTEWAGL is awaited before 
it is connected to the grid.   
 

9. Special resolution – A special resolution circulated about the amendments on the 
constitution was proposed by Shri Munesh ji and Shri Mehta ji, seconded by Smt Beena 
Vaikyl.  A copy of the Resolution is attached.  

Discussion 

Shri Mehta ji explained that no clause was deleted in the constitution. The changes include a 
new clause to explicitly state teaching of Hindu religion and associated languages, such as 
Sanskrit etc.  It would assist the organisation and the future executive committees to focus 
on these Hindu educational activities along with other religious activities. 

Shri Malik had sent a letter for objections and had a meeting with Munesh ji prior to the 
AGM.  

Shri Ramesh ji questioned the following: Main issues raised are  
- whether need analysis done or not?  
- Whether the community needs to build a school or not?   
- Second issue is the process of amending the constitution without involving the 

members. Proxy process is not recommended. 
- Third point is regarding Annex A and B. What Shri Malik ji felt was that the trustee 

structure is not good and has major risks involved as it creates a separate legal entity. 
Once a trust structure is there for Shantiniketan the transfer of funds is one-way action. 
Five years down the line if the school fails, the trust will need to be abolished, what will 
happen to 300K transferred? It will not come back to HTCC and will need to be donated 
to someone else. Raise another 500K and build another hall for tuition? 

 
Dr Mohan Singh also stressed on this point. He suggested two more issues for consideration.  
- Asked where are the younger people?  
- Warned that we should be careful of the money in the trust and there should be 

safeguards in place. If there is a need for school, create a new organisation and create a 
school rather than piggy backing on HTCC he suggested. It is to be noted that we did not 
issue tax free receipts, still the funds raised through hundi collection increased. He 
assumed that we are doing this to satisfy the ATO tax free status. What is the guarantee 
that ATO does not initiate an inquiry, he asked?  

 
Shri Subash Dang supported the concerns raised by Shri Ramesh ji. He advised that such a 
big shift cannot be done in this way. Look at all the risks. Let’s do few workshops and/or 
meetings. The way it is being done now is creating more issues. 



 
Pratap Khanna suggested that there were many flaws in constitution and we should fix them 
all now. 
 
Mr Garg stated that we had DGR status as a school yet in that time period we have not been 
able to satisfy ATO’s requirements. How do we expect teaching of yoga and Sanskrit which 
are not part of that education achieve it for us now.? 
 
Shri Kaliaji asked about the statistics of all the classes that we run and the number of 
students attending that will justify the need for a school. Taken on notice.  
 
Shri Kanti Jinna stated that currently Hindi classes are being conducted in Canberra. The 
educations aspects of this proposal goes beyond hindi.  
 Pandit Rama Sharma requested that consideration be given for Shanti to include Hindi 
translation as well. 
 
Shri Mohan Singh reminded the loss of about $50K in Shikhar project and the need for 
caution.  
 
Shri Malikji suggested that the proposal to change the constitution be postponed and for the 
committee to conduct workshops and information sessions as very little time was given to 
debate this issue.  The proposal was supported by Dr Khanna. 
 
On need analysis, Dr Pota stated that “Not even a day since my association with HTCC that 
the education was not important. I have been teaching with Sanskrit from day one. Because 
of the flaw in the constitution we got this rejected. I really do not see any reason why not 
appeal to the law and do the right thing. My daughter has done ANU Sanskrit and Indian 
culture is of a different category. People are over whelming in favour of this. I can tell you 
the value of what we are providing. Let me assure the membership what we are providing.” 
 
Shri Malik ji argued that irrespective of whatever had been said he as a founding member 
felt that the interest of HTCC is paramount in his view. He had no issues with the education 
programs that we run. We have the facilities and we should continue. In his view there was 
no demand for a school.  The issue was with regards to the trust and the trustees and more 
time was required to consider these properly.  
 
Shri Mehta ji then read Shri Radha Sharma ji’s (who is also a founder member) letter which 
addressed issues relating to Education, Trust structure and DGR status (A copy attached).  
 
The process of approval from the membership approval was queried and Shri Vijay ji 
explained that he had approached the ACT regulator and was advised that 3/4th members of 
total membership needed to approve changes to the constitution and could be achieved by 
physical presence or electronically at the discretion of the organisation.   An email to that 
effect is there for record. 
 
Shri Prakash ji explained that it is difficult to bring all members under one roof and hence it 
was requested of members to advice in writing of their intention.  It was not a proxy vote.   
 



The motion of postponement of constitution amendments proposed by Mr Malik WAS 
REJECTED.  
 
As 80 % of the total members supported amendments and provided their approval in           
writing, membership had APPROVED THE SPECIAL RESOLUTION for amendments to the 
constitution.  
 
Prakash Ji showed member approval of hard copies and further explained that these 
approvals will be kept with the Returning officer for three months and if any one wish to 
verify, should contact HTCC Secretary. After three months it will be stored in HTCC archives.  
 

10. Vote of Thanks: The Secretary presented the vote of thanks by firstly thanking the Punditji 
for his excellent work in initiating, planning, and progressing all the poojas, festivities and 
celebrations. It was very much appreciated that Punditji personally talked to all the devotees 
who comes to the temple and invite them to take part in the poojas and festivities.  Secondly 
the Sec thanked all the volunteers who help in the temple in various ways doing many 
chores required in keeping the temple functional. Further the Sec thanked the President Mr 
Munesh ji and the executive committee who has worked hard throughout the year. Lastly 
Sec thanked all the members present for attending the meeting.  Shri Kanti Jinna also 
complemented the Temple Manager for his hard work.  
Everyone applauded. 

Shri Malik ji Proposed a vote of thanks to existing committee and stated that the committee 
should take full responsibility for its actions. 

11.  Current committee vacated office.  Secretary then invited the Returning Officer to 
commence the election process. 
 

12. Returning officer took over.  He advised that no election is required this year too and the 
following were declared elected unopposed and was first to congratulate them. 
 
The nominations are: 
President- Shri Basu Banka  
Vice Presidents - Shri Raju Khiani, Shri Puran Kamal Singh 
Secretary - Shri Lakhan Sharma 
Assistant Secretary: Shri Akhilesh Arora 
Treasurer:  Shri Prashant Bhatt 
Temple Manager: Shri Anil Sharma 
Public Officer:  Shri Prakash Mehta 
Seven Committee Members 
Shri Akshaya Gupta, Smt. Lalita Ajmera, Smt. Beena Vaikyl 
Shri Mayank Joshi, Shri Raghvan Pathy 
Ex Officio: 
Shiri Muneshwar Sahadeo 
Shiri Rahul Vedi 
 

13. Incoming President thanked the returning officer. Also thanked the Punditji and outgoing EC. 
14.  Meeting concluded with Shantipath followed by bhojan prasad. 


